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After SB 636: Supporters and Opponents Each 15 Words Maximum 

 

STATE MEASURES  
STATE PRESCRIPTION DRUG PURCHASES. PRICING 
STANDARDS. INITIATIVE STATUTE. Prohibits state from buying any 
prescription drug from a drug manufacturer at price over lowest price 

paid for the drug by United States Department of Veterans Affairs. Exempts 
managed care programs funded through Medi-Cal. Fiscal Impact: Potential for state savings of an 
unknown amount depending on (1) how the measure's implementation challenges are addressed and 
(2) the responses of drug manufacturers regarding the provision and pricing of their drugs. 
Supporters: CA Nurses Association, AARP CA, AIDS Healthcare Foundation, Los Angeles Urban 
League, CDP Veterans Caucus. Opponents: Veterans of Foreign Wars, Latino Diabetes 
Association, CA Association Rural Health Clinics, CA NAACP. 

DEATH PENALTY. INITIATIVE STATUTE. Repeals death penalty 
and replaces it with life imprisonment without possibility of parole. 
Applies retroactively to existing death sentences. Increases the portion 

of life inmates' wages that may be applied to victim restitution. Fiscal Impact: 
Net ongoing reduction in state and county criminal justice costs of around $150 million annually within 
a few years, although the impact could vary by tens of millions of dollars depending on various 
factors. Supporters: Jeanne Woodford, Former Death Row Warden, Donald Heller, Author of CA’s 
Death Penalty Law. Opponents: San Bernardino County DA Mike Ramos, Mark Klaas, Father 
Murder 12 year-old Victim Polly Klaas. 

FIREARMS. AMMUNITION SALES. INITIATIVE STATUTE. Requires 
background check and Department of Justice authorization to 
purchase ammunition. Prohibits possession of large-capacity 

ammunition magazines. Establishes procedures for enforcing laws prohibiting 
firearm possession by specified persons. Requires Department of Justice's participation in federal 
National Instant Criminal Background Check System. Fiscal Impact: Increased state and local court 
and law enforcement costs, potentially in the tens of millions of dollars annually, related to a new 
court process for removing firearms from prohibited persons after they are convicted. Supporters: 
Lieutenant Governor Gavin Newsom, U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein, Law Center to Prevent Gun 
Violence. Opponents: CA State Sheriff’s Association, CA Reserve Peace Officers Association, 
Coalition for Civil Liberties. 

MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION. INITIATIVE STATUTE. Legalizes 
marijuana under state law, for use by adults 21 or older. Imposes state 
taxes on sales and cultivation. Provides for industry licensing and 

establishes standards for marijuana products. Allows local regulation and 
taxation. Fiscal Impact: Additional tax revenues ranging from high hundreds of millions of dollars to 
over $1 billion annually, mostly dedicated to specific purposes. Reduced criminal justice costs of tens 
of millions of dollars annually. Supporters: Parents for Addiction Treatment and Healing, CA Medical 
Association, Marijuana Policy Project of CA  Opponents: U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein, CA 
Association of Highway Patrolmen, CA Hospital Association. 

CARRYOUT BAGS. CHARGES. INITIATIVE STATUTE. Redirects 
money collected by grocery and certain other retail stores through 
mandated sale of carryout bags. Requires stores to deposit bag sale 

proceeds into a special fund to support specified environmental projects. Fiscal 
Impact: Potential state revenue of several tens of millions of dollars annually under certain 
circumstances, with the monies used to support certain environmental programs.  Supporters: 
California Taxpayer Protection Committee, California Senior Advocates League. Opponents: 
Californians Against Waste. 


